Press statement - Abortion Figures by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0605
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press statement - Abortion Figures
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0605
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
PRESS STATEMENT: 27th JULY, 1970. 
FROM: DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF MEDICAL SERVICES (DR. SHEA) 
SUBJECT: ABORTION FIGURES 
The Director-General of Medical Services (Dr. B.J. Shea) 
today released SA abortion figures, which he said showed 
quite clearly that SA was not becoming an abortion State. 
The figures were released today following a report from the 
committee appointed to examine and report on abortions in SA. 
Dr. Shea said that during the period from January 8 to June 8 
there had been 378 abortions in the State. 
"A break-down of statistics shows that only four abortions 
have been performed on women living outside SA," he said. 
"This represents only 1.1 per cent of the total number." 
"There were 281 performed on women living in the Adelaide 
metropolitan area, and 93 performed on women from the 
country." 
Dr. Shea said fears that some SA general practitioners might 
start abortion rings had also been quashed by the report. 
"It shows the majority of abortions have been conducted by 
registered specialists in obstetrics and gynaecology." 
"Twenty-nine registered specialists performed 281 abortions, 
representing 7^*3 per cent of the total number." 
"On the other hand 45 general practitioners performed only 
97 abortions (25.7 per cent)." 
Dr. Shea said the committee, comprising Sir Leonard Mallen 
K 
(Chairman), Professor Cox, Dr. G.T. Gibson, 
Dr. J.D. Litt and Dr. D. Game, said that it appeared that 
medical practitioners were in no way contravening -the new 
•Act and its Regulations. 
"Another pleasing factor in their report is that a large 
proportion of the abortion operations have been performed at 
the three teaching hospitals, Royal Adelaide, Queen Elizabeth 
and Queen Victoria." 
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"One hundred and fifty-six (41.3 per cent) were performed 
in metropolitan public hospitals, while 179 (4-7.3) were 
performed in metropolitan private hospitals. 
Forty-three (11.4) were performed in country hospitals." 
Other figures released "by Dr. Shea show:-
Number of abortions per age group: 
13 - 16 11 (3.0 p.c.) 
17 - 19 38 (10.1) 
20 - 24 84 (22.2) 
25 - 29 59 (15-6) 
30 - 34 64 (16.9) 
35 - 39 53 (14.0) 
40 - 44 46 (12.2) 
45 and over 10 (2.6) 
Unknown 13 (3-4) 
Marital Status: 
Single 127 (33-6) 
Married 212 (56.1) 
Widowed, divorced, 
Separated 39 (10.3) 
Patient's number of children: 
Nil 132 (34.9) 
1 - 4 . 207 (54.8) 
5 and over 39 (10.3) 
Dr. Shea said the latest total of abortions in SA since 
January 8 was 546 to today. 
"In view of this, I would expect the total of abortions in 
SA this year to reach between 900 and 1,000," he said. 
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Dr. Shea said fears that some SA general practitioners might 
start abortion rings had also been quashed by the report. 
"It shows the majority of abortions have been conducted by 
registered specialists in obstetrics and gynaecology." 
"Twenty-nine registered specialists performed 281 abortions, 
representing 74.3 per cent of the total number." 
"On the other hand 45 general practitioners performed only 
97 abortions (25.7 per cent)." 
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"One hundred and fifty-six (41.3 per cent) were performed 
in metropolitan public hospitals, while 179 (47.3) were 
performed in metropolitan private hospitals. 
Forty-three (11.4) were performed in country hospitals." 
Other figures released by Dr. Shea show:-
Number of abortions per age group: 
1 3 - 1 6 11 (3.0 p.c.) 
17 - 19 38 (10.1) 
20 - 24 84 (22.2) 
25 - 29 59 (15.6) 
30 - 34 64 (16.9) 
35 - 39 53 (14.0) 
4 0 - 4 4 46 (12.2) 
45 and over 10 (2.6) 
Unknown 13 (3.4) 
Marital Status: 
Single 127 (33-6) 
Married 212 (56.1) 
Widowed, divorced, 
Separated 39 (10.3) 
Patient's number of children: 
Nil 132 (34.9) 
1 - 4 .207 (5^.8) 
5 and over 39 (10.3) 
Dr. Shea said the latest total of abortions in SA since 
January 8 was 5^ -6 to today. 
"In view of this, I would expect the total of abortions in 
SA this year to reach between 900 and 1,000," he said. 
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